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The Bolshoi waits for return
of Sergei Filin

Galina Stepanenko was appointed the acting
artistic director of the theatre’s ballet company

L 17 Jandany, the arnstic direcror ol
the Bokhol Theatre of Russia Samgsl
rlin was artackaed. An unnown a<sail
ant hrew concentrated acid into Filin’s
face [he Irvectigathon has béen opered
Those who organized and commitied
this hefnous crime wWas sspecied o
sow panic in the ballet company, to
destabiiize the gituation (nthe thaatra
Trils wdl nok happen Ml creathve halet
plares will be realzed. Momacoer, with
the paridpaton of Sergel Hin Every
aftart 15 mads o presens s haakh
112 hearre lids Desn auiive i suppr ng
the iimvestigatdon, 2o that the perpetra
tom would be found ardd purdshisd ¢
the fullest extent of the law,

Durirg the time thal |5 nesded far
teabment and restoration of Sergel
FEITr

. v
ippontad tha act NE - Armislic

Unbearable Lightness
of “beautiful singing”

For the [irst time in a long period a bel canto era
composition La Sonnambula by Bellini is staged at

the Bolshoi. The history of the “beautiful singing” concept
is no less interesting or intriguing than Bellini’s music

What was meant by “reaut ful singlng”
in adaitton oo naturally swoat wolos !
First, 3 complete masteny of breath
cantrol allow fig snging in axtardid
vaca| phrases: Second, 8 command of
diffarert dmamic shadas = when wice
can sound powaful and bright, 2aslly
blbcdng the Grchaftra, and IR & sec-
ond be reduced to a mustling plano.
Third, 1he agibty of volce - when |t
can match amy instrurrent in prompt-

< and do difficut passages, leaps
end tAls: Fourth, the ability to sing
legato = seoathly, perfect iy comBining
each scund with the fioflowing: Finalhy,
thie highest levelof expellencs = (o da
all of the above s that the listenar
woilld have a fasa sanse of ulimate
s ey

dfme e oF the Saker Eompany Was
Calina Stepanenkn —tha pima bakedna
af the Solthol, who has recently oom
pletsd 3 perfomning career and became
L tutor of the theate. Being an 2x
perenced ballerng, Galna Stepanerko
joined the company ol e Bakshod in
1990 In 1984, she graduated from
the Mosoow Choreographic Schoal (the
class of Sofia Golowkina) and became
4 sololt ab the Mostow Classical
Ballet ensamble of Mataka Kasaikina
and Viadimir was e, 1hen
ol 1he Stenkdavsky and Nemirovich-
Danchenko Musical Theatn=s, in th= Eol
shioi StepanErko was one of the brght -

A SO0t

est padomers cf the ading rclesin
classical ballers. Among her mles ang
Odette - Odile (Seean Lakal, Nikiya
{La Bayadera), Kit (Don Quelxota),

The first singers whe could be caed
masbers of bil canto wend castratl,
legendary rroes of oparg scenas, wha
Lorrp h:lq‘:l':,r o] e rminds and eErts
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Haymonda For many years, Caling
Stepansnko reteareed with Marina
Senmanovd. Linder hier guldance v
1992, she graduated Troum the Russlan
Univers oy of Thestrical Ans - GITIS as
a [eacher and ChOrEOgraphner Galna
STEmancnko
ous awards. She Is the Peopla’s Artist
af Hussia

% the winfer ol rmer

of the pubkc for nearly a eontuny ard held
groand unsl tha 18305, The act that on
the boxar of 17-181h centutes ug to
5000 b oy wand CasCratdd in [taby CREry
year speas volomes about how greal
that chisd r st T BECOrme 3N Gpera sfar

Stunning lechnique. a huge wocal
TAnge: mdle Ung volime coupled Wk
chiid's pure tone produced an over-
whelming afect - no wander Fadnall,
Cafarell, Glzgelio, Caesdnl and Sen-
S2irid wikne Doresd de s darmigadt, 11 weas
in thedr time - the first haf of the 13th
EEFILNY = 'whien Srgers gained the Stats
of stperstars iconized by the peneral
pubic with impressive fees, The gobden
age of bel canto was meant to happen
Zzan - at a rima when La Sonnambuda
ek prroduted By Vinteseo Bellos pen

Russian

Svetlana Zakharova
speaks on several ver
sions of La Bayadere,
partnership with
La Scala and
the upcoming recital

One of the most famous classica
ballets - La Bayadere iy Fetina - re

turms-to the Maln siage. Snce 1991,

It has been on Stags ab the Balche
in Yurl Grigorowich’s we rson. Svetlana
Zakkanna, wivd parfommed in e firsd
run after the renewal, mastered al
Efid s et ol an indian Bofsden as
ro ona else - she danced this ballet
e tne e Desk maatre of Che wirk

- You danced all of the most
pogular versions of La Bayaders In
the world, -

‘fes, La Baysdens went along wit
me all my Mle Konstantin Sermeyeys
production at the Marlhsky was
thié et than Yurd Liporoaichs at i

And yeb, desplte the temmincicgical
_rn:urrl:.|i||!:,'. for a @ood reason the mmm
el canta” 1= pimarily assoc ated with
thia gra of Romasticsm, whan the mag
rificart tro of Rossinl-Belini-Donizetr

rklgriad B Eumipain Lrine

(ne needs to have a truly unigue
combination of qusiitles 1o be calksd
3 bel canta star today. Fist of sl they
shauld hawve a waice which technical
cut and strength of the emotional
affects alona can enchant the audr
ence, Today there ara not (oo many
cuch simgers. Howewst, they wan
never fownd in abundance, The mors
pleasant & the fact thar neal rmas
ters of the Desutiful singing will be
engaged In the Moscow procuction
of Lo Sommamibula.
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Bolshol, Mursyeys in the Opera Natknal
de Parks, Marzia Maarova's at La stk
Mot so long ago |danced Patrica Bart and
Wladirri r Malakdow's veslons

= Did your perception of Nikiya
thange dapending on the version?

— L Lours e, ol on iy in temms Of a po-

duction, ik abso deperdin 15 00 & parimets
CACH pErson oreal=s rew Armot ons and
seErEathons, each version =ads 1o new
(&) n’.l.l;:;." s, and gaeh chorsographer who
creates his own version imds intomesi g
ol ok,

ENGLISH PAGES

= B few years ago Sergel Vikharey
staged La Bayadere at the Mariinsky
Theatre by the records of 1900 What's
your position regarding the attempts
of documnentary restoration of old
ballets?

— Oy e, reeach has been mformes)
fry Galiest. Play= reflect the spirlt of
the Hrees | canced both Lo Sayatens
and The Seeping Bemity restonec oy

Wik Pariornarces stared al seven
and erdad ab hal pasteleven, haisve
chat it (£ toa kong for the present day:

The Most Important
Wedding at Opera

On 12 February at
the Tchaikovsky
Concert Hall Vassily
Sinaisky and
the Bolshoi Theatre
Orchestra will present
Lo the public one
of the most popular
Mozatl's operas
The Belshol Theatre Chchestra has had
It o place in the Mosoowr B Far
mMany years no. Ithas a H‘.:?!'!,‘ﬁ- g LD
"."E}' O S el COrmamdesd T oS, Dot

rarehy periommead in Russia

Mozarts opes hertage, which, In
ey, shiould e ane of e comersiones
of e repertoing of any thealne, is fep
resented n Hussia not o a Tull extEnt

Ie Bolshal tries o fill the gaps as best
ax 1L Lare The Magic Fliste was [1=0ed

ke youl ibe comubelabhal

n s reparioire since 2005 In 2010,
wiilke c1ag g Dhon Gllowamnd, e theater
lecided to expenment wih authentc
pedommance = Mudlc Dirceor Taodor
< renials yalzed Ol nmstrarenis, angd
the musitlans mas{ened & proper siyse
o plaging Last seascr opera Cosd fan
tuttar weas o huge sucess The Mamiage
of Flgaro prormilsas to bocoma a kg cal
continuakion of this stony
Lz Azamow, who WiEhout much pain
tumed a corcer; performance of Cosl
fan tedtaintn 2 ful ply, £ Lrtating A
“ami-stagad edidon” of The Mamiage
of Fligaro, Camrian soprans Jutta Mada
Bohnet will play the pant of tha Count-
soe Myt drgen arg only at tha tan
of thelr caresrs, but have almady made
3 sratemeal Alsanoer Miminoshall from
Halkon-Oper has bean imdtad (o play
thie riode of Figaro Oriduates of 1he Yourg
Artists Opera Pogram of the Bokhol
Aerandra Kaduring [ eruling] and Alina
Yarmowvaya [Susannd) are mmemberad
for playing leadng roks In Der Rosen-
fenwadier, Kormlanih Shaedakow ([Coun

ballerina as an Indian dancer

= For many years you have been
balancing the tide of prima ballerina
of te Belohel Theatre with the Ewde
of La Scala. What attracts you in
the partreeship wd th the Milan theame?

Ar La 5zala | have badn dancing
almoss since childhnnd which is why
I e & Fesling A | anes s
all rmy life In that theatre, When you
courme Lo Milan 45 an In=house artisl, i
gives a completehy different feel than
the guest status

- Thiz surmmer the Balshel Theatoe
will Feature a production of ballet
Cnagin by an Englishman john Cranke.
Do you plan to participate in it?

- The casts are not defined yat, Bul
oy 2ehiddule |5 frde Bor the BT wdiin
the wiork on the Onegln and the nre-
rrldre are plannad. | ehink this ballee i
WLally imparant nol oong 1o e Bk
bt ako for fussia

= b Apnl, the theatre plans to house
your traditicnal recital. Have you de-
cided on its program?

| do not want o reveal all the detal b
becavuse a ot can thange

PE{T] ML P R

Almavival who gaduated From the
Young Artats Upsrd Program the Sami
year with them, bacame a soloist of the
HEorhel and ik a Frequent paricipant ol
intermatonal voral comparidons

Many of the artfsi=s are cumently
taking classes as part of the Young
Artists Opard Program: Mina Minasgan
(Barbarinal, Grgory Shkarmipa [Anto-
nla) and Anastada Kikal (Marcelina)
Stanislay Mostovoy who has [ofned
thie Babshad company this season will
play two parts — Basilio @nd Don Curac
Firally an expedenced soloist Mikolal
Fazansky promises todamonstrate his
exrraprdnany gift of acing In 2 comic

roe G Barioka

«I do not
consider
myself

a manager»

Francesca Zambello
tells whether it is easy
to combine two roles
at the same time -
those of the head of
the ballet company
and the stage director

A the time when Frantest famoello
raged La Trawata at the Boshol
Theatr= it was amouced hat from
Jaruary 2013 she was to oo
ihe Srstie direcmr ol e 'l'l'aﬂurgtl:n
Natioral Opera
= What iz your strategy for the mew
position?
| arm gaing bo mite e best Amerd
can shgers, including young ones,
The warme applieg to the mpsroolne
Amedtan operas, inclding contem-
porany will famn the batis
= How many new productions do
you plan w rebease?
| plan efght premienas a year, | know
it52 kot 1shoud also sey tat | pan o
do colalhorat ond w th other theates
For examiple, right now, we are making
prians with tha Bakhol
- Are these the plans which your
active work with the artists of
the Young Artizts Opera Program
Is due taf
= T, e ave blﬂ-hl.-.lh]l{-!_;l.lll:rlf.lh.
Young artizts from the Wasnington
Opera comes (o the [oishc, and WO
artists vist i,
= Staging a performance in Wiash.
ingron, hew will you feel having twe
rodes at the same Bme, both He head
of the ballet cormpany and the stage
drsctord
— This Is an ahsoutely nomal sini-
AHon. Yol An the Eolehol, Krcw It full
wee - your artistic directom of the bal-
lap company stagad (s phags quite
affertively
= ks it masy for a creator & Wwrn o
amanager?
| oyt orel der rysell 4 mansger
Ml deal with singers, conduciors. ant-
I=ts, stage direthons: for me it i an
exiznson of Ccreatve work. There is
tie finanpa director and all the cthers
L3 Dol e rroceety
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